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possessions in Germany, in the Netherlands, and in
France. By a singular fortune the boy William, then
aged eleven, was named by the will of his cousin Eeue,
dying on the field young and childless, as heir to the
immense fiefs of the Nassau race in the Netherlands,
together with the puny State of Orange on the Ehone,
and the barren title of sovereign Prince of Orange. From
his twelfth year William of Nassau bore the style of the
petty princedom which he never visited, and he trans-
mitted the titular sovereignty to his descendants down
to our own times. At the age of twenty-six, William
became, by the death of his father, head of the House
of Nassau-Dillenburg, the possession and revenues of
which he transferred to his brother John. Thus, whilst
his birth was as noble as any in Europe, fortune con-
centrated on him a singular array of honours and of
estates. By his four marriages with princely and royal
houses, Flemish, German, or French, he left a family of
twelve children, whose descendants filled an even larger
part in the. annals of Europe than did the ancestors of
William himself. The singular complications of this
family history must be reserved for a separate appendix
(see Appendix A); but it may be well to note the
prominent figures of his House who preceded William as
men famous in policy and war.
The courtly historian of the House of Nassau does
not pretend to find in the local legends anything trust-
worthy before the eleventh century • but we need not
trouble ourselves about the fierce and ambitious
chieftains who held the beautiful, wooded hill country
along the Lahn, on the eastern side of the Ehine, one of
whom was the Emperor Adolphus in the 'thirteenth

